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be one of the most persecuted minori-
ties, one of the most persecuted popu-
lations on the planet. I think this par-
ticular resolution rightly shines a light
on the abuses committed against them,
calling for an end to all violence.

I urge all Members here, but also I
urge the Government of Burma, to con-
sider that we are at a point of crisis. If
the government there does not reverse
course immediately, it will do irrep-
arable damage to its standing in the
world and earn it a place among the
most egregious human rights abusers
in modern history. So what we ask is a
reversal of these policies.

I urge all colleagues to vote in favor,
send a clear signal that the U.S. will
not turn a blind eye toward these
atrocities.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
RoYCE) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 90.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

RESIGNATION FROM THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion from the House of Representa-
tives:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 5, 2017.
Hon. PAUL RYAN,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: I have made the deci-
sion to retire from my position as the Mem-
ber of the United States House of Represent-
atives from Michigan’s Thirteenth Congres-
sional District effective today.

Sincerely,
JOHN CONYERS, Jr.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 5, 2017.
Hon. RICK SNYDER,
Governor of Michigan,
Lansing, MI.

DEAR GOVERNOR SNYDER: I have made the
decision to retire from my position as the
Member of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives from Michigan’s Thirteenth
Congressional District effective today.

Sincerely,
JOHN CONYERS, Jr.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
clause 5(d) of rule XX, the Chair an-
nounces to the House that, in light of
the resignation of the gentleman from
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Michigan (Mr. CONYERS), the whole

number of the House is 433.

—————

TAYLOR FORCE ACT

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 1164) to condition as-
sistance to the West Bank and Gaza on
steps by the Palestinian Authority to
end violence and terrorism against
Israeli citizens, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1164

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the
Force Act”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) The Palestinian Authority’s practice of
paying salaries to terrorists serving in
Israeli prisons, as well as to the families of
deceased terrorists, is an incentive to com-
mit acts of terror.

(2) The United States does not provide di-
rect budgetary support to the Palestinian
Authority. The United States does pay cer-
tain debts held by the Palestinian Authority
and funds programs for which the Pales-
tinian Authority would otherwise be respon-
sible.

(3) The United States Government supports
community-based programs in the West
Bank and Gaza that provide for basic human
needs, such as food, water, health, shelter,
protection, education, and livelihoods, and
that promote peace and development.

(4) Since fiscal year 2015, annual appropria-
tions legislation has mandated the reduction
of Economic Support Fund aid for the Pales-
tinian Authority as a result of their pay-
ments for acts of terrorism including, in fis-
cal year 2017, a reduction ‘‘by an amount the
Secretary determines is equivalent to the
amount expended by the Palestinian Author-
ity, the Palestine Liberation Organization,
and any successor or affiliated organizations
with such entities as payments for acts of
terrorism by individuals who are imprisoned
after being fairly tried and convicted for acts
of terrorism and by individuals who died
committing acts of terrorism during the pre-
vious calendar year’.

SEC. 3. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

Congress—

(1) calls on the Palestinian Authority, the
Palestine Liberation Organization, and any
successor or affiliated organizations to stop
payments for acts of terrorism by individ-
uals who are imprisoned after being fairly
tried and convicted for acts of terrorism and
by individuals who died committing acts of
terrorism and to repeal the laws authorizing
such payments;

(2) calls on all donor countries providing
budgetary assistance to the Palestinian Au-
thority to cease direct budgetary support
until the Palestinian Authority stops all
payments incentivizing terror;

(3) urges the Palestinian Authority to de-
velop programs to provide essential public
services and support to any individual in
need within its jurisdictional control, rather
than to provide payments contingent on per-
petrating acts of violence;

(4) urges the United States Permanent
Representative to the United Nations to use
the voice, vote, and influence of the United
States at the United Nations to highlight
the issue of Palestinian Authority payments
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for acts of terrorism and to urge other Mem-
ber States to apply pressure upon the Pales-
tinian Authority to immediately cease such
payments; and

(5) urges the Department of State to use
its bilateral and multilateral engagements
with all governments and organizations com-
mitted to the cause of peace between Israel
and the Palestinians to highlight the issue of
Palestinian Authority payments for acts of
terrorism and to urge such governments and
organizations to join the United States in
calling on the Palestinian Authority to im-
mediately cease such payments.

SEC. 4. LIMITATION ON ASSISTANCE TO THE
WEST BANK AND GAZA.

(a) LIMITATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—For fiscal year 2018 and
each of the five subsequent fiscal years,
funds authorized to be appropriated or other-
wise made available for assistance under
chapter 4 of part II of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2346 et seq.; relating to
Economic Support Fund) and available for
assistance for the West Bank and Gaza that
directly benefits the Palestinian Authority
may only be made available for such purpose
if, except as provided in subsection (d), not
later than 30 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, and every 180 days there-
after, the Secretary of State certifies in
writing to the appropriate congressional
committees that the Palestinian Authority,
the Palestine Liberation Organization, and
any successor or affiliated organizations—

(A) are taking credible steps to end acts of
violence against Israeli citizens and United
States citizens that are perpetrated or mate-
rially assisted by individuals under their ju-
risdictional control, such as the March 2016
attack that killed former United States
Army officer Taylor Force, a veteran of the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan;

(B) have terminated payments for acts of
terrorism against Israeli citizens and United
States citizens to any individual, after being
fairly tried, who has been imprisoned for
such acts of terrorism and to any individual
who died committing such acts of terrorism,
including to a family member of such indi-
viduals;

(C) have revoked any law, decree, regula-
tion, or document authorizing or imple-
menting a system of compensation for im-
prisoned individuals that uses the sentence
or period of incarceration of an individual
imprisoned for an act of terrorism to deter-
mine the level of compensation paid, or have
taken comparable action that has the effect
of invalidating any such law, decree, regula-
tion, or document; and

(D) are publicly condemning such acts of
violence and are taking steps to investigate
or are cooperating in investigations of such
acts to bring the perpetrators to justice.

(2) ADDITIONAL CERTIFICATION REQUIRE-
MENT.—The Secretary of State shall include
in the certification required under paragraph
(1) the definition of ‘“‘acts of terrorism” that
the Secretary used for purposes of making
the determination in subparagraph (B) of
such paragraph.

(b) EXCEPTION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
the limitation on assistance under sub-
section (a) shall not apply to—

(A) payments made to the East Jerusalem
Hospital Network;

(B) assistance for wastewater projects; and

(C) assistance for any other program,
project, or activity that provides vaccina-
tions to children.

(2) NOTIFICATION.—The Secretary of State
shall notify in writing the appropriate con-
gressional committees not later than 15 days
prior to making funds available for assist-
ance under subparagraph (A), (B), or (C) of
paragraph (1).
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